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Newton Butler, in a fierce encounter1, chiefly remarkable for
the bloody revenge taken by the colonial caste on the enemy.
Meanwhile James had gone back to Dublin, and had been
engaged in setting up his government; he had become a mere
puppet in the hands of French officials and soldiers, and of the
Irish leaders. One act of his administration deserves severe
censure; he issued a base coinage, remembered for years as a
wicked fraud by the Dublin citizens; and he gave a free scope
to the ascendency of the men of his faith, which had been the
chief work of the reckless Tyrconnell In the existing condition
of Ireland, however, measures like these cannot cause surprise:
his treasury was empty and his army was in the field; the
wrongs of Catholic Ireland were cruel and many; religious
passions had been stirred up to frenzy; and, in this, as in all
other instances, allowance must be made for a Revolutionary
time.
The King convened the Irish Parliament in May 1689; the
conduct of that assembly has been the subject of the misrepre-
sentation of partisan writers; but if some of its acts were
indisputably bad, few are without precedent or partial excuse;
others are fairly entitled to praise; and the crisis, we repeat,
must be taken into account The Parliament was for the
most part composed of Catholics; but there were more Protest-
ants in it than there had been Catholics in any Irish Parliament
for many years; this partial transformation was an inevitable
event Nor was it composed in the main of Irish Celts; it
contained many members, indeed, of great Milesian Houses;
but the large majority was formed of the old Englishry, men of
birth and honour, in many instances; and there was a con-
siderable admixture of very distinguished lawyers. Two
measures of the Parliament have been denounced as un-
paralleled in their reckless barbarity; the Acts of Settlement
1 Colonel Wolseley, an ancestor, we believe, of Lord Wolseley, dis-
tinguished himself greatly on this occasion.